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I can believe that the MOH truly has its best
intentions in their proposed changes to the
current system. But, in the meantime, these good
intentions have paved the road to hell for too
many of my patients. I fear for their lives and
hope that all of the painstaking work my team and
I have done will not continue to be so carelessly
undone by a well-intentioned team who |has

demonstrated a wunfortunate degree of lack of



foresight and tragic failure in implementing
positive change resulting in disaster for many of

our most fragile and vulnerable Israeli citizens.
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....far too many of my patients enter a vortex of

physical and mental suffering from their 1lack of



access to what was good consistent quality cannabis
in an adequate supply that their HMO and hospital
physicians, for lack of any other credible solution,
and despite good medical common sense which
disappears in front of a patient in such deep crisis
,See themselves restarting dangerously addictive
opioid treatments despite our imploring them not to
do so...and despite the new guidelines teling them

not to do so!
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"For many months now, patients who had been saved
from recurrence of 1life threatening prescribed
opioids addiction for several years with the help
of our treatment, find themselves without access
to the good consistent quality cannabis in an

adequate supply that helped saved them along with
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our interdisciplinary accompaniment. Some had
consumed hundreds of thousands of NIS of health
care service 1in the Sheba rehabilitation center
to achieve this delicate balance. They are now
facing the well-publicized forced departure from
suppliers 1like Tikun Olam and other suppliers
with which they had worked hand in hand to
achieve a delicate balance of benefits wvs. side-
effects of Jjust the right precise breed that
where for then literally 1lifesaving cannabis

treatment! They find themselves being told that

they receive '"equivalent" treatment from other

suppliers or from the new pharmacies. These

"equivalent breeds", are too often, as in the

examples I have sent you, a very dangerous

departure from what had worked for them in

the past! They are being switched from flowers to

0oil despite the peak cannabinoid levels in that
switch is reduced more than 10 fold according to
scientific study. Inhaled Cannabis should not and
is not expected to bring allof the benefits of
orally dosed cannabis and the MOH should not that

they are playing with Fire.

The MOH 1is often making the wunilateral

dangerous decision to switch patients away

from years of successful treatment with High

THC low CBD breeds to lower THC/higher CBD

breeds without prior consultation with the

treating physicians. This is too often

communicated to the patient and treatment team in
an unsigned document that neglects to mention
whom, on their medical team, has rendered this
decision without prior consultation with the team

treating the patient for years.
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To add insult to injury, as you can see in

the attached documents, my patients are

sometimes getting their doses cut in half.

We are informed of such without prior

consultation of the MOH in unsigned

letters received by the Yakar who is

making life threatening decisions against

my recommendations. I must emphasize that my

experience with medical cannabis extends back 19
years and started in Canada and I am on the short
list of the most experienced physicians 1in
Israel. How the MOH, without consulting me , sees
well to go against my treatment recommendations
and drastically change the amount or type of

cannabis we recommend leaves me agast!
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Similarly, despite international reports linking
access to medical cannabis with reduced mortality
from prescribed pain medication, Sheba did not
always smile upon our use of Cannabis either. This

despite the fact that we were treating the
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harshest intractable pains 1in Sheba's campus,
notably, Post amputation phantom pain and pain

after spinal cord injury and other severe trauma.

Today, I am shocked to see hospitalized Sheba
patients finding themselves obliged to look
outside Israel's largest and best reputed hospital
as well as other hospitals by turning to me for
help managing their severe intractable pain
conditions and related prescribed opioid addiction
often forced upon them whilst they were treated
for their severe injuries in their Sheba hospital
beds. They come to me for Suboxone inductions that
are still not sufficiently accessible in the Sheba
campus, and they come to me for medical cannabis
to help their unbearable intractable pain rendered
even worst by the prescribed opioid addiction. Of
course, I also see patients from other hospitals

and HMO's in similar predicaments as well.

I have cancer patients with indwelling catheters
come to my office begging for help during their
chemotherapy treatments because their Hospital
Physicians tell them to "go see a cannabis doctor"
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Subject: sharing concern regarding some of my patients
Shalom Mrs Dana Brown |,

thank you for sharing your concern with me regarding some of my patients who have turned
to you for help . | must say that | am most impressed by your dedication to lend an ear and
accompany and help my patients who are suffering from the consequences of the current
changes being imposed by the ' Yakar . Unfortunately, patients in crisis have no effective
avenues to turn to in the healthcare system when they encounter many of the problems we
are seeing today as a consequence of the desire of the MOH to improve the medical
cannabis prescription and delivery system here in Israel.

They say that the road to hell is paved with good intentions. It is clear to me that the ' Yakar '
truly wishes to improve things that truly need to be improved .... Their " what " is on target ...
However, the " How" has definitely and painfully missed the mark so far to the point where it
has put many of my patient's lives in danger as | am struggling to avoid my patients
joining the horrible statisitic of > 250 000 dead in the world's prescribed analgesic epidemic of
death!.

As you are aware , Purdue and their owners, the Sackler family , who both in Israel and
abroad , have been a central pillar in the funding of Pain Medicine Educational activities for 2
decades , have been sued for $12 Billion dollars this year for having intentionally , directly and
acitively misinformed physicians about the correct philosophies of chronic pain treatment and
the risks of their highly addictive and often fatal narcotic pain medications by overstating the
Benefits and understating the risks of their products dispensed to > 120 000 Israelis annualy
of which 20% become addicted according to published studies in Israel's largest and most
reputable pain clinics (which are consistent with international experience on the matter).
Lesser suits have been settled with Johnoson and Johnson and Teva Pharmaceuticals ( fined
$572 Million each) . The Center of Disease Control (CDC ) was commissioned by president Obama in
2016 to coordinate the largest medical consensus in history which concluded the need to place more
emphasis on NON OPIOID THERAPIES and emphasized the misinformation of the benefits and risks of
prescribed Opioid treatments. The consequence of this massive 2016 consensus against opioids was a
reduction in opioid prescriptions in most of the OECD.... With the notable exception of Israel which
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has seen the highest (125%) increase of all 34 OECD nation members according to a 5/2019 OECD
report. Tens of millions of prescribed opioid addicts across the world and >250 000 dead from
prescribed opioids should reduce the enthusiasm from such prescriptions by Israeli M.D.'s and their
patients!

Soimilarly, Pfizer , the makers of Lyrica , the 2nd biggest Blockbuster drug in the Israeli pain
market which also heavily funded physician educaitonal activities where charged with
criminal marketing practices and fined $2.3 Billion dollars in 2009. More recently, the World
Health Association has labelled Lyrica as addictive and other sizeable lawsuits have settled
for tens of Millions of USD $. . The combination of Lyrica and Opioids significantly raise the
risk of mortality and Morbidity in the Current Epidemic of death of patent's taking addictive
prescribed Pain medicaitons that has killed more than 250 000 people to date ... a number
that is expected to grow to 500 000 in the next 2 decades..

As you are aware, | founded and ran Israel's 1* Interdisciplinary Pain center meeting
international criteria for such with a staff of 20 clinicians in Israel's largest and best reputed
hospital until my battle Cancer obliged me to step down from such in 2018. Our center strived
to systematically remove opioid treatments from Israel's most challenging civil and military
pain patients . We where implementing the 2016 CDC guidleines 10 years before their
publicaiton.

Sheba did not always smile upon our use of Evidenced Based treatment for prescribed
Opioid addiction in the form of Suboxine and the pharmacy did not stock the medication for
my Day Hospitilizaiton patients or for those of the current head of the Israel addiciton society ,
Professor Shauli Levran when he spent years trying to develop a program for prescribed
opioid addiction in Sheba . This obliged Sheba patients renderred addicts by Sheba's well
meaning and overly genrous Opioid prescribing physicians to turn to private services to
manage their iatrogenic addictions.

Similarly, despite international reports linking access to medical cannabis with reduced
mortality from prescribed pain medicaiton, Sheba did not always smile upon our use of
Cannabis either. This despite the fact that we where treating the harshest intractable pains in
Sheba's campus, notably, Post amputaiton phantom pain and pain after spinal cord injury and
other severe trauma.
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Today, despite frowns on the part of Sheba management and sometimes, even the MOH
Yakar staff, we have accumulated about > 2000 Israeli patients who maintain proven
abstinence of dangerous and addicitve prescribed opioid consumption.

It is challenging enough to accompany prescribed Opioid addicts to complete cessation of
their dangerous and addictive drugs, but it is far more challenging to avoid recurrence of
their life threatening addiction as is the case for any addiction. This requires the
coordinated efforts of the clinicians listed on this letterhead many of which followed my from
Sheba upon my departure and replaced with differently minded pain physicians during my
personal battle with locally advanced Prostate cancer, which , thank G-d, is now in remission..
In additon to this , good consistent access to good quality cannabis in an adequate
supply has proven a life saving treatment for so most of our patients whom we painfully
withdrew from their prescribed opioids.

Today, | am shocked to see hospitalized Sheba patients finding themselves obliged to look
outside Israel's largest and best reputed hospital as well as other hospitals by turning to me
for help managing their severe intractable pain conditions and related prescribed opioid
addiction often forced upon them whilst they where treated for their severe injuries in their
Sheba hospital beds. They come to me for Suboxone inductions that are still not sufficiently
accessable in the Sheba campus, and they come to me for medical cannabis to help their

unbearable intractable pain rendered even worst by the prescribed opioid addiciton.Of course

, I also see patients from other hospitals and HMO's in similar predicaments as well.

I have cancer patient'swith indwelling catheters come to my office begging for help during
their chemotherapy treatments because their Hospital Physicains tell them to " go see a
cannabis doctor "

On a regular basis , | have seen for 10 years and continue to see Israel's most severely
injured and or diseased civilians and military and x-military personel begging for assistance
because of intractable unbearable pain relating to amputation , paraplegia or quadirplegia,
major nerve injuries etc.....these currenlty or previously hospitalized patients finding
themselves obliged to look outside Israel's largest HMO's and hospitals by turning to my
private clinic in Modiin for help managing their severe intractable pain conditions and related
prescribed opioid addiciton often forced upon them despite themselves .

I must say | share my patient's anxieties regarding what the futur holds for their futur access
to lifesaving good consistent quality cannabis in an adequate supply. | do not see how
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the currently certified " Cannabis physicains" can come anywhere near to supplying their
needs. For example, Clalit , Israel's laergest HMO , can be expected to have no less than 10
000 current medical cannabis license holders with intractable pain , most of which reduced or
eliminated their opioid use with cannabis . When scanning the list of their currently approved
cannabis license issuing physicians loicarted between Tel Aviv, the Mercaz, and Jerusalem. ..
| did not find a single pain specialists outside hospitals and less than 10 primary care or
specialist physicians in relevant specialties. | was shcoked to discover that one of the
Physicans on the list was a Radiologist !?7?. Most of these physicians will be hard pressed to
fit more than a few hours in their already busy schedule to accommodate cannabis patients. |
also doubt the HMO's will give them the considerable secretarial assistance to manage the
considerable paperwork required to manage such charts in order to allow them to be
sufficiently efficient. .Furthermore, unlike myself, none of these phsycians are certified in the
treatment of Opioid addiction+ supervised opioid withdrawal.

For many months now , patients who had been saved from recurence of life threatening
prescribed opioid addiction for several years with the help of our treatment , find themselves
without access to the good consistent quality cannabis in an adequate supply that helped
save them along with our interdisciplinary accompaniement. Some had consumed hundreds
of thousands of NIS of health care services in the Sheba Rehabilitaiton campus to achieve
this delicate balance. They are now facing the well publicized forced departure from suppliers
like Tikun Olam and other suppliers with which they had worked hand in hand to achieve a
delicate balance of benefits vs side effects of just the right precise breeds that where for them
liteally lifesaving Cannabis treatment | They find themselves being told that they will recive "
equivalent " treatment from other suppliers or from the new pharacies. These " equivalent
breeds , are too often , as in the examples | have sent you, a very dangerous departure from
what had worked for them in the past! The are being switched from flowers to oil despite the
peak cannabinoid levels in that switch is reduced more than 10 fold according to scientific
study. Inhaled Cannabis should not and is not expected to bring allof the benefits of orally
dosed cannabis and the MOH should not that they are playing with Fire.
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The MOH is often making the unilateral dangerous decision to switch patients away from
years of successful treatment with High THC low CBD breeds to lower THC / higher CBD
breeds without prior consultaiton with the treating physicinas. This is too often communicated
to the patient and treatment team in an unsigned document that neglects to mention whom ,
on their medical team, has rendered this decision without prior consultaiton with the team
treating the patient for years.
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- We remind you that | am one of the top collaborators in the largest ever clinical trial looking
at benefits of cannabis consumption in chronic pain patients with Dr Joshua (Shuki) Aviram
PhD, R.N of Prof. Meiri's Laboratory of Cancer Biology and Cannabinoid Research in the
Faculty of Biology of the Technion Institute of Technology in Haifa, Israel and that the as et
unpublished results of preliminary analysis of our study cohort show that patients often
tolerate higher CBD breeds poorly and comparatively , rarely complained about higher THC
breeds.

Clearly, the results of their imposed changes on too many of my patients show that this is not
the case and far too many of my patients enter a vortex of physical and mental suffering from
their lack of access to what was good consistent quality cannabis in an adequate supply that
their HMO and hospital physicians, for lack of any other credible solution, and despite good
medical common sense which disapears in front of a patient in such deep crisis , see
themselves restarting dangerously addictive opioid treatments despite our imploring them not
to do so...and despite the new guidelines teling them not to do so!

To add insult to injury , as you can see in the attached documents, my patients are
sometimes getting their doses cut in half. We are informed of such without prior consultaiton
of the MOH in unsigned letters recived by the Yakar who is making life threatening decisions
against my recommendations . | must emphasize that my experience with medical cannabis
extends back 19 years and started in Canada and | am on the short list of the most
experienced physicians in Israel. How the MOH , without consulting me , sees well to go
against my treatment recommendaitons and drastically change the amount or type of
cannabis we recommend leaves me agast!

| can believe that the MOH truly has the best of intentions in their proposed changes to the
current system. But, in the mean time , these good intentions have paved the road to hell for
too many of my patients. | fear for their lives and hope that all of the painstaking work my
teams and | have done will not continue to be so carelessly undone by a well intentioned
team who has demonstrated a unfortunate degree of lack of foresight and tragic failure in
implementing positive change resulting in disaster for many of our most fragile and vulnerable
Israeli citizens.

Shalom
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